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Hilton Sandestin Beach Golf Resort & Spa
Appoints New Executive Chef for Resort

SOUTH WALTON, Fla. (February 13, 2017) — Hilton Sandestin Beach Golf Resort & Spa, the largest full-
service beachfront resort hotel on Northwest Florida’s Gulf Coast, has appointed Dan Vargo as the new
executive chef for the property. In his new position, Chef Vargo will blend Baltimore's traditional and
historical influences, Martha’s Vineyard’s emphasis on organic produce and seasonal seafood, and the
Ritz-Carlton’s world-class standards for fine dining and excellence in service into the Hilton Sandestin
Beach experience. Chef Vargo started his journey at Hilton Sandestin Beach in April 2012 as executive
chef at Seagar’s Prime Steaks & Seafood, the resort’s AAA Four-Diamond restaurant.

“With his vast knowledge and numerous accolades, Chef Vargo will undoubtedly enhance our
already exceptional culinary team at Hilton Sandestin Beach,” said Gary Brielmayer, general manager.
“Our experience with Chef Vargo at Seagar’s was outstanding and we’re eager to put his considerable
talents to work for all our resort guests.”

Prior to his time at Seagar’s Prime Steaks & Seafood at Hilton Sandestin Beach, Chef Vargo
dedicated eight years to the Ritz-Carlton in Naples, Florida, where he worked as Executive Sous Chef and
Restaurant Chef. He also spent two years as Executive Sous Chef at The Boathouse Club in Martha’s
Vineyard. Vargo has been featured on Emeril’s Florida, Atlanta Eats and Golf Channel’s Morning Drive
with Matt Ginella, and at events such as BlogHer Food in Miami, Music City Food & Wine Festival in
Nashville and Boudin, Bourbon and Beer in New Orleans. Chef Vargo was also selected as the People’s
Choice winner in the 2013 inaugural 30A Throwdown competition and Critics Choice winner in the 2014
competition.

Graduating with honors from Baltimore International College in 2002, Chef Vargo earned a
prestigious internship through The American Studies Institute in Ireland with The Park Hotel. Chef Vargo
was also selected as a member of Ritz-Carlton’s domestic and international recruiting team sent to
South Africa and Peru, where he cooked for orphanages and shelters.

For more information about Hilton Sandestin Beach Golf Resort & Spa, visit

HiltonSandestinBeach.com or call 850-267-9500.

#Hith


mailto:386-256-2583sarah@hayworthpr.com
mailto:386-256-2583sarah@hayworthpr.com

About Hilton Sandestin Beach Golf Resort & Spa

Hilton Sandestin Beach Golf Resort & Spa, managed by Sandcastle Resorts & Hotels, is located on the
sugar-white sands and emerald-green waters of Northwest Florida’s Gulf Coast near Destin in South
Walton, Fla. Northwest Florida’s largest full-service beachfront resort hotel boasts 602 spacious
accommodations, more than 40,000 square feet of award-winning meeting space, a world-class spa
and state-of-the-art fitness center, six on-site dining venues — including the Emerald Coast’s only AAA
Four-Diamond steakhouse — abundant resort recreation options, access to championship golf courses,
and close proximity to the area’s best attractions. A place where moments become memories that last a
lifetime, there is only one Hilton Sandestin Beach. For more information on the premier hotel, visit
HiltonSandestinBeach.com, or stay up-to-date with its latest news and promotions on

its Facebook, Twitter or Instagram.
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